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PUBLIC ENEMY

The War
oh Bugs

Green pest control is
still about eliminating
the enemy. The goal is to
focus the assault.

BY CHRISTIANA NIELSON

OHN STUBBS HAD BEEN IN THE PEST
control industry for nine years when
he had an epiphany. All the pest con-
trol companies were offering the
same services, he says—the same
house-blasting of pesticides when
a solitary cockroach would appear.
But what if the focus were put more
on prevention and less on the blasting?
His solution: Green Army. Stubbs, a Dal-
las-based entrepreneur, co-founded the
health-conscious pest control company
a few years back in Atlanta. It spread to Houston,
then Austin, and in December of last year made its
way back to his home city. An eco-friendly, holistie,
preventive approach is what sets it apart from pest
giants such as Orkin and Terminix.
“It’s sort of an opportunity to be that third brand,”
says Stubbs, also the founder of Lone Star Valet,
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Intoxicated rafs lead t
fiscovery of booze

INTOXICATED RATS led to the discovery Saturday by
county and Federal officers of a still, mash, and corn
liquor buried at a place on the Fishtrap road about a
mile and a half west of Cement City. [Ed: now known
as North Oak Cliff]

Neighbors noticed the rats acting strangely and
reported the matter to the Sheriff’s department. Sat-
urday afternoon Deputy Sheriff Pat Richards followed
a tipsy rat to his hole. The disinterring of the spirits
resulted.

According to Deputy Richards, the rats had bur-
rowed down to the corn mash and were partaking of
it freely. |
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MosquitoNix, and Bellwether Equities. “We don't
have to be as big as them, but with the markets that
we'll serve, we think people will start naturally com-
ing to our green way of thinking.”

For Stubbs, that means driving smaller vans, using
botanical-based products, and going paperless in
favor of a consumer app that will be released next
year. Instead of spraying an entire house for any kind
of insect, the company targets a specific bug, iden-
tifying where it entered the home so the products
are used more efficiently.

They still do all the normal dirty work, such as
getting rid of sugar ants or dealing with a rodent
problem, but the prevention part of the process is
designed to minimize issues before they begin. A
rep will clean your grill, clear out your attic, remove
debris, replace old insulation, seal cracks, and, yes,
even clean out your junk-ridden garage and reor-
ganize it. Cardboard will be exchanged for airtight
plastic bins and a recycled newspaper product will
replace old materials.

Depending on the plan, the company will visit a
home five to seven times a year, and, if necessary,
between visits for no extra charge. For the initial
prevention system, clients pay a one-time fee that
ranges from $175 to $350. After that, the regular
monthly fee is $40 to $65.

“Everybody is slowly becoming more and more
green,” Stubbs says. “There’s a catch-up process over
the next 10 to 12 years that people will go through.
We're just trying to get way ahead of the curve.” [0

POWER RANKING
THE PESTS
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1. Rat
The tail, the beady eyes,
the bubonie plague.
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2, Roach
Call it a water bug. It’s still
a gross cockroach.
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3. Bedbug
Might as well burn down
the entire house.
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4. Mosquito
Want a side of ehikungunya
with your Zika?
~
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5. Other people’s children

These things are just
impossible to get rid of.
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